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Geographical Literature and Maps 299 

There are chapters on carriages, coaching, the age of bad roads, the turn- 
pike system, and scientific road making. The account of bad roads shows 
vividly that Americans are not quite so far behind the mother country in road 
improvement, as we are wont to think. The account of scientific road making 
deals with Telford and Macadam, whose main work was in the early part of 
the nineteenth century, coincident in time with the first great epoch of road 
building in the United States. 

Interior navigation follows under the topics,— rivers and river transport, 
river improvement, disadvantages of river navigation, and the canal era. The 
first of this group of chapters is one of the most interesting in its emphasis on 
the efficiency of rivers in the early days, in promoting the progress of towns 
on their banks, when the inter-stream areas were difficult of access. One of 
the examples noted at some length is the Severn and its branches bordered by 
many towns and on whose waters in 1756 there were nearly 400 vessels. 

About half the volume relates to the history and administration of English 
roads and here the author is in the field of much of his previous work. From 
the origin and expansion of railroads he passes to chapters on railroads and 
the state, rates and charges, the railroads of to-day, and railroads as a national 
industry. Two chapters are given to yet more modern ways of transport, such 
as street ears, the motor bus, cycles and electric traction. The ' ' Outlook ' ' dis- 
cusses among other questions that of aerial transportation. A rather full list 
of authorities is included in the volume. A. P. Bkigham. 



WORLD AND PARTS OF IT 

La Grande Boucle. Notes et Croquis de l'Ancien Continent et des Deux 

Ameriques. Par Maurice Rondet-Saint. vi and 314 pp. Map. Plon- 

Nourrit et Cie, Paris, 1910. 7% x 5. 

The author writes with nervous vigor and photographic effect. Most of 

his matter is adapted to give the general reader useful, and in the main, 

correct information about many of the important places he visited on his 

extended journey. Occasionally, however, he is inaccurate and, at least in our 

country, he seems unfairly influenced by his prejudices. Most of us are 

"Yankees" and his comments on the various phases of this particular species 

of the human race are flippant and funny. It is to be regretted, if true, that 

any mention of our Far West always suggests to the author "the romances 

of Fenimore Cooper." This idea introduces his remarks on Seattle-Tacoma, 

nearly 3,000 miles west of the region where Cooper and many of the Indians 

he depicted lived out their days. 

PHYSICAL GEOGRAPHY 

Das Gesetz der Wiistenbildung. Von Johannes Walther. 2. neubear- 
beitete Auflage. xv and 342 pp. Ills., index. Quelle & Meyer, Leipzig, 
1912. Mk. 12. 10x7. " 

The appearance of a splendid new edition of this long since exhausted 
work by the "desert geologist" Walther, is an event of importance to 
students of geological science. The delay in issuing the new edition has been 
due to the author's wish to complete further desert studies with a view to 
clearing up many subjects concerning which uncertainty existed. As a result 
we now have an essentially new book comprising twice the number of pages 
and including three times the number of illustrations. The illustrations are 
high grade half-tones made from excellent photographs. Remarkable as they 
are as examples of what good modern book-work may be, they are as a whole 
even more noteworthy as well selected types in illustration of the characteris- 
tic desert processes. 

The author's clear and graphic style and his excellence of presentation are 
here shown at their best. Despite the wealth of observed fact and the 
introduction of a good many exact figures, the interest never flags, and one 



